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-"bjcot Conucerce & In due t r y. Lumb er- 


ch Taken 


!R arc:. Worker Samuel G Smith 


^Tist . Samuel jj smith_ 

John E Buckley. Buckeye 
Source Jake B Simmons. Wat oga-_ 
£ dgar L’ Smlth. Watoga. 






■T 4 1 Coottrci £ Industry. Samu<1 0 Smith Hillsboro. t'.Va.Focahontae CO. 

5-Lumber- Up And Dorm Mills. 

[y About 1672 John Kcilieon who livcdbetween Buckeye and Yi'atoga and 

r n cax the ®outh of Beaver Creek built an Up And Down sawmill near the mouth 
of Beaver Creck,he having installed an overshot water wheels in Beaver CrcQc 
that made his power. 

He sawed for other people as weui as himself so it was more or less 
a custom mill as farmers would take in a load of logs and get a load of lura~ 
ber,thi8 mill was in operation for many years and many of our older buildings 
were either made from lumber sawed on this mill or the many other up & down 
mills that were in operation in Focahontas County from about IS 50 on up to 
the time when the Circular mill came in to operation. 

Another Up & Down mill was owned and operated by James A McClure of 


near Watoga as he lived where B.C Hayes now lives,he had his mill up Beaver 
Creek about I } miles and was in operation about the same time as the Keiliscn 
mill or a little after.At this day and time the Ox team played a very imp— 
ortant part in the development of Pocahontas County a6 they were used on the 
farm and also used to log our first saw millB this was particularly true with 
the McClure mill as they were used to do the skidding also used by farmers 
to haul logs either on wagons or sleds to the mill to have them sawed and 
today we find many of our dlder- houses and barns of Watoga and near there 
built from lumber sawed on one 0 f the up & down mills.The timber cut at th¬ 
at time was mostly soft wood namely White pine and Hemlock. 

Information.John ; B Buckley.Euckeye.Vi'.Va. 

Jake b Simmons. Watoga. 11 
£dgar L Smith. Watoga. 11 
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-«rch v.'oK-egamiiei g Smith 


^ourcc Maggie & larly Ruckman. Millpoint 

„ R Ruckman.Kllipolnt.ff.'va.' 

Court Reoorda.liarlinton.W.Va. 
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p q £ Pcc \ci Tnri 4- 4 + r/f t... 

Up Ul ^ £ ^ ;nUel 0 Smith. Hillsboro. W.Va.Pocah on tae County. 

nd ' a -*- en 'tine Cackley owners of the greater part of what is 

FI iiillpoint and at a, 

time known as Cackley Town no doubt boillt the up— 

down mill that operated at this place about ISOO.In IS3^ Joseph & Valent- 
Cacklej sold this mill property to Sampson L Mathews who had the saw mill 
in operation for several years and in 1865 this property was sold by Ann M Ma¬ 
thews, »illlam H McClintic and his wife Mary Ann to Isaac Mclieel who continued 
to have this miHI in operation. 

This mill was run by water power from the race that extended from 


. the one that furnishes power to run the grist mill across where the present 
State Road is located and to the run where the old store house no* stands and 
J it was at this point that the Up and Down mill operated by the Cackleys ,then 
by Mathews and lastly by Isaac McNeel who employed Joseph Sharp to operate the 
Kill,he was originally from Ilk.All the owners of this mill sawed for themse¬ 
lves as well as custom sawing. 

/ In IS 78 Millard F Ruckman and his brother James R hauled logs to 

this mill with oxen using only the front wheels of a wagon to support the logs 
the other end dragging on the ground and it was from these logs that the lum— 
was sawed that built part of the Millard F Ruckman house in which his Widow 
Eliza Ruckman resides with her son 17.Q Ruckman.Many of the older houses of Li¬ 
ttle Levels District were built from lumber sawed on this old milly and today 
?e find a number of houses in what was at one time Cackley Town that are grou¬ 
nd together because of the Milling operations that took place there ^^./becaust 
of the never failing water-power. 

This mill was operated until the Circular mill took its place in the 


80 ,e. 

Information —J.R Ruckman MiUpoint.W.Va. Maggie and Early Ruckman Uillpoin 
ourt Records Marlinton.W.Va. 














MmX' Coerce And Industry. Samuel 0 Smith.8ill.boro.if.va.rocan 0 n„a 0 ww. 
j Lumber- 

f In ISS8 and IS90 Andrew Wooddell of Stoney Creek sawed for Gay & 

. '/peters on Laurel Creek, one 8 et was at the John Adam hacking, one set at the 

Henry Shearer place and one 8 et on the head waters of Stoney Creek,Gay & pe- 
J tftrs had bought this timber and had Wooddell to manufacture it for them. 

Auburn Friei was sawyer,J Lather McNeill was fireman and John Galf- 
ord did a good portion of the skidding, they had camps at each of the sets 
and the lumber was all either wagoned or put on sleds and hauled to near the 
entrance to the fair ground and there put into the Greenbrier River and 
rafted to Ronceverte where it was shigped to many different sections of the 


b.Hillsboro. 7 ?. Va. PocahontaB Co. 


J At this time Oxen were used very extensively as they not only did 

most of the farm work but lots of the saw mills of this time were logged 
with oxen and after the lumber^ was sawed it was loaded on wagons or sleds 
drawn by oxen. 

About all the timber cut by and for Gay and peters wass Ash and Che¬ 
rry and this was cut mostly where it was easily gotten for at this time 
timber was plentiful and cheap. 


Information.J.Luther McNeill Marlinton.W.Va. 
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tod ,n#u »*»».S«iaucl 0 smith Hillsboro. 


About 1904 Hilo. 

1Xier and Simmons of Pa. w e r e operating a heading mill 


r - “<u oj-nimona or Pa. were operating h 

on Viney fountain th<« 

»inie v/a6 on the Cranberry Viney Lit.road • 

TMe was skidded by Chandler Crookahanka and Richard( Dick) Snedegar 

the heading Was haule d to see b e rt by horse 8 and wagons and George Dean moved 

a good portion of it and was assisted by D-P Sullivan and his team,besides 


S.C Haye a and his te am , 

Inf-B.C Hayes.^iUpoi^ >7/>Va 


' 13/41 In 190 6 & 07 The Stauffer Bros.of Pa.sawed the timber from the Charles 
teei place a t the yop of the see b ert hill,also a set on the seebert road near 
•re r/illie Tibbs now lives.Skidded by I.N Clutter of Lobelia. 

In 19C5 & OS John Campbell had a^set sawed having bought the George 
adenen timber,this was sawed by Janes Sydenstricker and skidd e d by S.J Pa- 


1901 & 09 j ohn A Sydenstricker(Big John )eawed for S.J Payne, the mill 
in what is now Seebe r t and near where the Post Office now is,the property 
owned by George Patrick.This was the Sallie Clende&e n timber,this was 
a d by l.L Smith,David Gladwell and Houston Thomas.The boardind house was 
land now occupied by Charlie Carpenter. 

Th£se lufflbCr °P £ rations helped gr e a tly with the growth of Seebert as 

* ° n th£ R R “ d th£ Shippin e P° int *or all the lov.es. part of Pocahontas 
'.as today all the Wr that is manufactured in this section is ship- 

m sc e v.r •*.+ 


m Seebert. 
rmation-u.E Jone 8 .Seebe r t. ff . Ta> 
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search Wor- 


Typist Juanita S 


0 3{J Date Filed_ s 

,oinmmity-^nid Harper 


’ cv.irce 


of ruiapps 








county Allowance and amount Collected 



from i \ thrlleB— 

At a terra of Court held on June b, 1938 the members of 
the county court proceeded to lay the county levy and made 
the following allowances to-v/it: 

Isaac uoore, road claim six days c.75 cents-H?4.50 


dnmuel uay, rood claim 7 aays “ " 6.£5 

Alexander cillilan, 1 old wolf scalp-10.00 

Adam Arbogast, “ 10.00 

John uorrison. 3 old red fox scalps-3.00 

Joel hill. 3 young red xox scalps- 1.50 

Thomas hooddell, road claim 2 days 1.50 

John i^ciieel , road claim 6 days- 4.50 

also for team and driver 1 day on road- 1.25 


sheriff for public service - 76.00 

Jailor xor public service - 50.00 

uathew idraiston, Attorney for commonwealth-100.00 


There were a lot of other claims xor road work, wolf and fox 

totrl 

scalps, etc. to the remount of y620.29 

it is ordered that the sheriff of the county collect 
of the 7 70 Tithobles the sun of bO^- cents each and pc? the 
f ore •• oimg allowances. ,f 


^rom— court Order hook 3 page 95 

uote -This was aone each year until the Civil War, after 

the war sheriffs were ordered to collect the allowances 
hut no mention is meae of collecting it from xithtbles. 













iUinppa oreoit ^ood—now b part of Route £8 

As the valley wns inprovod and fields xenced, the road 
was l:ept on the Allegheney F.ide of the valley the (create ■ part 
of the wap. account of the shade and ice there in winter, 
parte of it were changed from time to time until the entire 
road ras nede on the opposite side of the valley, xhe last 
change v.-as made about forty years ago by two colored men, 

Jacob Kernel, and Andrew Daugherty of rrost. 

The state re-graded the road in l->23 making it much wider 
to accommodate the increased traffic. 

bee report for tiay 10 for a history of .noute 28. 


JJ'rom—nistory of Knapps creek Community 
by iiiss Knid Harper 




